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CONSTRUCTION PHASE 
FLOWCHART

Grading and/or Improvement Permit is issued. See Grading and Improvement Process Flowchart.

Schedule a pre-construction, minimum 10 business days prior to beginning any work, with the Engineering 
Inspector.

Submit to City for construction changes if any revisions to the approved plan are required.

Inspector issues Rough Grade Approval 
or Conditional Rough Grade Approval 

for Grading Permit.

Grading Only Improvement Only

Applicant pays sewer fees, if any. 
Engineering Department releases any 
hold on issuance of building permit.

Engineering Department automatically initiates one-time partial release of securities after issuance of 
Engineering Inspector approval.

Field work is complete.

Engineer of work prepares as-built redlines and submits to the City. City returns with comments, if any. 
When asked to do so, Engineer submits revised as-built plans for Engineering approval (blacklines).

Engineering Inspector completes paperwork for permit final.

City of Encinitas 
Engineering Department 
505 S. Vulcan Ave, Encinitas, CA 92024
760-633-2706
developmenteng@encinitasca.gov
www.encinitasca.gov
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Grading Only Improvement Only

End of process for grading work.

Improvement warranty period begins
for public improvements only.

Warranty inspection conducted one 
year later.

Final release of remaining 25% security 
automatically initiated by City following 

satisfactory inspection.

Engineering Inspector issues Field
Clearance for Occupancy on building 

permit, if any.

Applicant pays any deferred traffic 
control and flood control fees. Any 

outstanding conditions shall be 
satisfied.
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Frequently Asked Questions:

When is Rough Grade Approval (RGA) issued? 
At such time as the Engineering Inspector determines that the project is nearing an acceptable level for 
RGA, the Engineering Inspector may issue a punch list to the applicant listing which remaining tasks 
must be executed prior to issuance of a RGA. These tasks typically include, at a minimum, a pad 
certification and as-graded soils report. The Engineering Inspector should be contacted for all questions 
relative to the punch list and the status of RGA. RGA will be required prior to building permit issuance. 

Will RGA and Improvements be required prior to Building Permit issuance?
Yes. Pad certifications and public improvements must be accepted by the Engineering Inspector prior to 
Building Permit issuance.

How are Public Improvements or Right-of-Way dedications determined?
Public Improvements are located in the public right-of-way and typically consist of .... All required public 
improvements shall be designed on a Public Improvement Plan approved by the City and permitted with 
a Public Improvement Permit.
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Informational Guides:

Information about Engineering Inspections: 
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/engineering/land-development-engineering-inspections

Activities that Require a Grading Permit:
https://www.encinitasca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/11288/638699646926830000

Land Development Engineering References & Resources:
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/engineering/capital-improvement-program/land-development-engineering-references-resources
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